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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is that what your objection is, or you d on' t
want the issue raised on this bill?

SENATOR ERDMAN: Sena tor Chambers, I think it's clear that the
process in place at the department, under LB 54, is the issue of
obtaining federal funds. It's clear also that those individuals
who are in foster ca re are not p laced base d on o ther
circumstances other than whether the individual is a relative of
that individual and it's in the best interests of that child or,
if they a re in a nonre lative s ide of it , whether they' re
licensed. So, from that standpoint, I don' t...I can't say that
there is proof that there is a problem of discrimination.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If this bill does not pass, are you telling
me that some federal funds would be implicated by its failure to
p assage. . . t o p a s s ?

SENATOR ERDMAN: Wh a t wi l l h ap p e n i s , i s t h a t t h e r e wi l l
be...the obligation of the state will be the same as what it is
and ther e wi l l be no oppor t un i t y t o e i t her add t o t hose
obligations or to replace those with federal funds. So there' s
about $300,000 that could go into our foster care program if
LB 54 w er e t o p a s s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: And you a re will ing to say forget those
$300,000 if to get them this amendment that I'm o ffering w o uld
have to be adopted. Is that where you are?

SENATOR ERDMAN: Senator Chambers, I think we can accomplish the
same goal that you have, because the process is in place and
work in g n o w , wi t ho ut t he de f i n i t i o n o f 'relative' in here to
make sure that there isn't discrimination on any standpoint of
w hether that individual is a relative o r not, or what tho s e
limitations are, be cause the process in place clearly outlines
t ha t i n d i v i d u a l s w ho ar e r e l a t i v e s o f t he f o s t e r c h i l d c a n b e
placed ''ith them, and they don't take into consideration whether
o r no t t h a t i nd i v i d u a l h a s o n e s ex u a l o r i e n t a t i o n o r a n o t h e r .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Bu t, Sena tor Er dman, t h ere h a s been no
d ef i n i t i o n o f ' r e l a t i v e ' un t i l t od a y , a nd I do no t wan t t h e f a ct
t hat w e wi l l no t i n c l u de t h i s l a ng u a g e t o b e u se d b y a j u d g e or
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